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College retention sinks to 75% low
THE STENTOR
Former Virginia politican Allen offers insight on energy crisis
Approximately 25 percent of Lake Forest College’s freshman class of 2011 has since transferred to other institutions.
Photo courtesy Lake Forest College, graphic courtesy Stentor staff
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Music 
computer 
stolen,
important 
works lost
See Theft on page two
JOHN TERMAAT
COPY CHIEF
copy@lakeforest.edu
Lake Forest College’s 
Department of Music suffered 
a hurtful blow last week when 
a computer was stolen from the 
Nelson Electronic Music Studio 
in Reid Hall’s basement.  The 
computer was more than three 
years old and of little monetary 
value, but it held hundreds of 
original compositions by students 
and faculty – many of which were 
not backed up and may never be 
recovered.
Associate Professor of Music 
Donald Meyer, who chairs the 
department and specializes in use 
of the studio, called the incident 
“a devastating loss.”  Besides 
taking away important work 
by his students and himself, the 
theft has disrupted his ability to 
teach Songwriting this semester. 
Productivity in the class came to 
a halt, since the stolen computer 
was the only one students could 
use to record and compose in the 
department.
Meyer says he was saving 
important works by alumni, 
including a complete album 
by former music student 
Justin Lansing ’07 and works 
of electronic music by Mark 
Fancher ’07, another of Meyer’s 
former students.  Fancher was 
featured in Spectrum this summer 
when “Disco Sunrise,” one of his 
original electronic works, was 
made available on iTunes.
JUSTIN TARDIFF
NEWS EDITOR
news@lakeforest.edu
This year, the ﬁ rst-to-second 
year student retention rate at Lake 
Forest College has declined seven 
percent, with only approximately 
75 percent of the class 
of 2011 returning 
to the college for 
a second year. The 
previous year, 82 
percent returned to the 
college, according to 
administrators. These 
departures not only 
leave many students 
without their peers, but 
they have contributed 
to a $500,000 budget 
shortfall at the 
college, resulting in 
a reduction in the 
number of classes 
offered throughout 
this school year.
“The college 
retains, at a high rate, 
students who do well 
academically,” said 
Lake Forest College 
President Steve Schutt. 
“On the ﬂ ip side of 
that, students who encounter 
academic difﬁ culty leave in a 
greater proportion.”
In an interview with The 
Stentor, Schutt explained in 
addition to rising energy costs 
and an increase in the number 
of students seeking ﬁ nancial aid, 
the $500,000 budget shortfall 
was largely affected by “the fact 
that a number of students we had 
targeted as part of our budget did 
not return.”
In addition to many missing 
classmates, the most visible 
result of the budget shortfall to 
students will be the elimination 
Departed students sound off, administration explains the numbers
of around ten classes for the 
spring semester, said Schutt.
“Each of those courses had 
very low enrollment, so we’re 
not going to be eliminating any 
course that affects a signiﬁ cant 
number of students, or any that 
are exceptionally popular,” 
conﬁ rmed Schutt.
Cost-cutting is the latest 
response to the school’s long-
suffering retention rate.
Lake Forest’s ﬁ rst-to-second 
year retention rate is not one 
of the lowest in the country, 
but it is among the lowest in 
the Associated Colleges of the 
Midwest (ACM). Of the thirteen 
colleges that make up the ACM, 
Lake Forest College had the 
second-to-lowest freshman 
retention rate, according to 
information from U.S. News & 
World Report, which reported 
the rate at 80 percent. With the 
most recent numbers, the rate is 
75 percent -- the lowest in the 
association.
Improving retention at Lake 
Forest College has been a long-
time goal of the school. In the 
Five-Year Plan for 2005-2010 
adopted by the college in February 
2005, improving both the ﬁ rst-
to-second year retention rate and 
six-year graduation rate were 
outlined as goals. The plan aimed 
to improve freshman retention 
from 78 percent to 85 percent 
and the six-year graduation rate 
from 65 percent to 80 percent.
“The graduation rate, which 
today is conventionally measured 
on a six-year basis to account for 
students who leave temporarily, 
has hovered around 70 percent 
for the last several years,” said 
Schutt.
Schutt said that a number 
of students left the college for 
reasons beyond their control. 
“Last year, the college had to ask 
20 students to leave for academic 
or disciplinary reasons,” he said. 
“In addition, six students left on 
medical withdrawals. If you look 
at the number of students who 
left voluntarily, that would have 
been about 17 percent - so if 
those were the only students lost, 
our retention would have been 83 
percent.”
In addition, Schutt claims 
that Lake Forest’s ﬁ rst-to-second 
year retention rate is lower than 
comparable schools because 
it has a stronger “ﬁ ltering out 
process.”
“A larger number of students 
come here at the beginning,” he 
said, “perhaps for other reasons, 
and decide over the ﬁ rst year that 
it’s not the right place for them. 
It is more typical that as students 
enter their second year, they feel 
challenged after picking a major. 
Here, a larger proportion of 
students make up their minds the 
ﬁ rst year that either they want to 
stay or they don’t.”
Dean of Students Beth Tyler 
offered a different view on why 
students transfer, citing six factors 
outlined by Bill Flanagan, 
Vice President of Student 
Affairs at Beloit College. 
Beloit, located in Beloit, 
Wisc., boasts a 90.2 percent 
retention rate, according 
to U.S. News & World 
Report. The six factors are 
social integration, academic 
integration, environment, 
ability to pay, academic 
ability, and the inﬂ uence of 
signiﬁ cant others.
“To the extent that 
the college can work on 
retention, it behooves us 
to focus on the ﬁ rst three 
items,” said Tyler. “The 
issues are very different 
for everybody; if there was 
one obvious reason I think 
we would have solved it by 
now.”
Still, some believe the 85 
percent retention goal is still 
attainable.
“Obviously no one can 
predict whether the 85 percent 
benchmark will be reached by 
2010, as a multiplicity of variable 
factors impact retention,” said 
David Cantor-Echols ’07, who 
served as a student member 
of the Five-Year Planning 
Committee. “What’s important is 
that consistently higher retention 
numbers be sustained over a 
period of years.  An 85 percent 
in one given year doesn’t mean 
much if it isn’t followed by a 
See Retention on page two
LEAH SCULL
PROOF EDITOR
scullls@lakeforest.edu
On Tuesday, September 30, 
Virginian politician, George 
Allen, addressed the Lake Forest 
College community.  The event, 
which was held in the Lily 
Reid Holt Memorial Chapel, 
was sponsored by College 
Republicans, Young America’s 
Foundation, and Student 
Government.
From 1994-1998, George 
Allen served as Virginia’s 67th 
Governor, and from 2001-2007 
as a United States Senator.  In 
2006, Allen ran for reelection in 
the Senate, but lost by a narrow 
margin to Democratic candidate 
Jim Webb.
Allen’s talk, “Held Hostage 
by Foreign Oil,” focused on 
America’s current energy crisis 
and its relation to the upcoming 
presidential election.
Stentor Proof Editor and 
Virginia resident Leah Scull sat 
down with Allen.
Why and when did you decide 
to come to Lake Forest? Is 
being back on the North Shore 
nostalgic for you?
Well, yeah, it kind of is. I 
ﬁ rst met Pat [Casten] at Young 
America’s Conference in 
Washington, D.C. this summer. 
We talked about our love for 
football, and when his request [for 
my talk] came in I immediately 
remembered liking Patrick. I 
grew up in Deerﬁ eld, IL, you call 
it North Shore, but it’s the same 
county, Lake County. And I said, 
“Well that will be interesting, I’d 
like to do it.” And I very much 
like talking to college students 
in that I was in college at the 
University of Virginia when I 
ﬁ rst got involved in politics for 
Ronald Reagan back in 1976. So, 
I look at the future of our country 
through future leaders and 
students such as those at Lake 
Forest College are the future 
leaders. Oh, and one other thing 
I should have said, Lloyd Ogilvie 
went here. I had it written down 
and I got carried away. He was a 
Senate Chaplin, and went here.     
Al Gore’s We Can Solve It 
campaign advocates for a 
complete overhaul of the 
current American system of 
energy production, calling for 
100% clean energy within the 
next 10 years. Do you see this 
as a realistic goal? What role 
do you see renewable energy 
sources playing in ending our 
dependence on foreign oil?
To think that we 
will be completely 
free of it in ten 
years is blissfully 
absurd. I mean 
what would he be 
using for electricity 
generation, these 
are just basic 
questions. If we’re 
not going to be 
using clean coal, 
and we’re not going 
to be using nuclear, 
I don’t know what 
he thinks about 
natural gas. To 
think that we are 
going to get all our 
energy from solar 
and wind is just 
oblivious of reality 
and to do what 
he’s suggesting, 
would mean that 
our electricity 
rates would be 
skyrocketing in 
this country, which 
would put a lot 
of people out of work and our 
country would be less competitive 
for investment in jobs. The key 
base load for electricity clearly 
needs to be clean coal technology, 
and advanced nuclear which is 
safer and more efﬁ cient than the 
way we’re doing it presently. 
Renewables as far as solar I think 
have a lot of potential particularly 
in individual buildings and maybe 
some houses but especially for 
buildings that will be around 
for a long time. I think every 
g o v e r n m e n t a l 
buildings should 
be using these 
innovative, you 
can call them 
r e n e w a b l e , 
but creative 
t e c h n o l o g i e s 
whether it’s 
thicker glass, 
thicker building 
material so you 
don’t make to use 
as much energy to 
cool or heat, better 
solar panels with 
the advancements 
in nanotechnology 
is really going 
to be helpful. 
Nanotechnology 
as far as materials 
will be lighter and 
stronger, leaving 
less propulsion for 
vehicles or aircraft 
and so forth. But 
I think for every 
state, local, and 
Federal government 
buildings ought to be using these 
energy saving new technologies 
where it’s solar, thicker walls, 
water comes off the roof and 
watering the landscaping, don’t 
have landscaping that takes a lot 
of water...We need to be much 
less wasteful with practical 
conservation. I don’t know if 
you would consider batteries 
renewable because you still 
need electricity, but I think that’s 
showing a lot of potential. You see 
the auto manufacturers coming 
around for the hybrid and battery 
operated vehicles. GM is coming 
out with the Volt and Toyota is 
actually further ahead than US 
manufactures but I think there is 
tremendous potential for it and 
is an essential component in our 
energy dependence. By the way, 
Al Gore would also impose all 
these taxes on American energy, 
whether it’s coal, whether it’s 
oil or natural gas, and it’s just 
oblivious of reality. We’re in 
competition with the rest of the 
world, China isn’t doing this to 
themselves, neither is India. And 
we need to make sure we have 
affordable, reliable American 
energy.    
Illinois is the national leader 
in the production and use of 
nuclear energy, with 48% 
of their energy coming from 
nuclear sources.  Do you see 
Photo courtesy United States Senate
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Theft: Music dept. loses priceless ﬁ les, computer
continued from front page
comparable number in later years.”
Schutt echoed Cantor-Echols’ 
comments on reaching the goal.
“That’s probably mathematically still 
possible,” he said. “Over the two or three 
years preceding this year, the average 
rate was around 82 percent - but that will 
dip because of this past year. But if we 
do substantially better, we can still get 
close to that. I don’t judge retention rate 
based on one year’s experience, good or 
bad.”
Carleton College in Northﬁ eld, Minn. 
enjoys the highest retention rate in the 
ACM at 97.0 percent. Yet, the college 
does not have a speciﬁ c strategy.
“We have devoted signiﬁ cant resources 
to offering advising and curricular 
support to students who are most likely 
to ﬁ nd the transition to Carleton most 
difﬁ cult,” said Scott Bierman, Carleton’s 
Dean of the College. “We have also been 
fortunate to have hired very talented staff 
who are national leaders in this area.”
“We establish a challenging but 
collaborative relationship between 
faculty and students from the moment 
students arrive on campus,” continued 
Bierman. “This makes our students feel 
as is “we are all in this together” and that 
they can count on support when times 
get rough.”
By contrast, U.S. News & World 
Report indicates in its latest statistics 
from last year that Monmouth College in 
Monmouth, Ill. has the lowest retention 
rate in the ACM at 75.8 percent. The 
latest reports from the college indicate 
that Monmouth’s retention rate is 
improving.
“Monmouth has a comprehensive 
retention strategy that actively involves 
all areas that impact student experience, 
from admissions, advising, athletics, 
curriculum and student life, to physical 
facilities,” said Monmouth Director of 
Communications Jeff Rankin.
Monmouth, however, is not actively 
evaluating a plan to improve its retention. 
“Our ultimate goal is to have an engaged, 
responsive student body,” said Rankin. 
“These are not new initiatives, but are 
part of an overall emphasis on providing 
students with a quality liberal arts, 
residential college experience.”
Retention rates at smaller liberal 
arts colleges tend to be substantially 
higher than at large state institutions. 
The University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga (UTC), a school of over 
9,000 undergraduates, currently has a 
ﬁ rst-to-second year student retention 
rate of 60.1.
Many at the institution blame 
retention issues on student difﬁ culties in 
balancing freedom with responsibility. 
To better acclimate students to the 
college experience, UTC is emphasizing 
Reid Hall, home of Lake Forest College’s Music Department.
Photo by Kathryn Appelhans
But Meyer himself has lost all of his 
personal compositions dating back to 
2005.  Dozens of his works were not 
backed up, and he said that they will be 
impossible to reconstruct.
“This affects my work as a composer,” 
he said, clearly pained by the loss.  “I was 
in the middle of two original ﬁ lm scores. 
Now I’ve had to stop work on them, and 
I may not even be able to complete them 
because of this.”
Senior Natalie Molina, a student in 
Professor Meyer’s Songwriting class 
and an active participant in the music 
department, experienced the effects of 
the theft ﬁ rst-hand.  “I had a [song] due 
the next day, and it remains unﬁ nished 
and unedited,” she said.  “Now I can 
never work on it again.  
“Everyone is very upset that 
[Professor Meyer’s] compositions are 
gone, “she said, “and we don’t know if 
we’ll ever get them back.  And I think 
whoever took [the computer] needs to 
know that what they did affects everyone 
in the music department.”
The music department has had great 
success in the past several years, often 
bringing packed audiences to showcases 
and performances.  Many students agree 
that a big part of that success comes 
from Professor Meyer’s philosophy of 
supporting independent projects of all 
kinds.
For example, current junior Meg 
Golembiewski, Professor Meyer, and 
former Conductor of the Lake Forest 
College Chamber Orchestra Dave 
Amrein worked together to write an 
original score for the silent Hitchcock 
ﬁ lm The Lodger last year.  
On Halloween, they performed the 
score with the Orchestra in the Mohr 
Student Center for a full house.  They 
were later invited by the Silent Film 
Society of Chicago to bring their 
performance to Portage Theater, where 
they accompanied a live screening of the 
ﬁ lm for paying guests.
 Although Meyer had been working 
on a revised version of that score for 
possible professional production, the 
ﬁ les now are gone.
A complete original score to 
accompany a musical version of The 
Tempest was also lost, dampening 
Meyer’s hopes of someday reviving the 
composition.
Director of Public Safety Richard 
Cohen said he is following some leads, 
but expressed disappointment that the 
incident occurred at all.  “I think the 
persons involved should take a step 
back and realize that there were a lot of 
personal compositions that people spent 
a lot of time creating on that computer. 
And that’s tragic.  And that’s not how 
you behave in a community.”
The music department has long 
enjoyed a sense of security, and students 
have often left instruments in unlocked 
rooms.  Professor Meyer said that the 
music department has relied on openness 
and trust.  “This theft compromises the 
whole structure of our curriculum,” he 
said.
Several students in Meyer’s class 
expressed similar disillusionment.
“I was really shocked that someone 
would actually do that,” said junior 
Kristen Ayers, “because we had a 
real system of trust in the music 
department.  It makes you really think 
about leaving your things out.”  She also 
said she was “disgusted” that someone 
would do something so careless to the 
department.
“I think it’s ridiculous and completely 
disrespectful,” said Junior Zachary 
Engel.
Cohen made clear the best course of 
action for the perpetrators.
“It will be much better for them to 
come to me than for me to have to come 
ﬁ nd them.” 
He also encouraged anyone who 
knows anything about the incident to 
come to his ofﬁ ce right away.
Immediately following the theft, Reid 
Hall Secretary Kathi Siebert brought to 
her ofﬁ ce all instruments that were not 
safely locked.  And Cohen said he would 
make additional recommendations 
for keeping the replacement studio 
equipment secure, such as locking the 
computer to the wall. 
Meanwhile, Professor Meyer only 
hopes that the computer will be returned 
to the basement.  
“There would be no questions asked,” 
he said, “I just want the computer 
back.”
Retention: Lake Forest compared to other institutions
continued from front page
Students share reasons for leaving
freshman seminars – similar to First Year 
Studies (FIYS) courses at Lake Forest. 
Unlike FIYS courses, the freshman 
seminars are not required, but a UTC 
administrator told the Chattanooga 
Times Free Press that students who have 
taken the classes have over a 5 percent 
higher retention rate than those who do 
not.
At Lake Forest, FIYS classes have 
the potential to affect students more than 
similar courses at large universities. With 
FIYS professors serving as students’ 
advisors, professors become more 
involved in their students’ lives.
“I’m not an expert on retention,” 
said Environmental Studies Chair Kathy 
Dohrmann.
“However, I’ve taught in the FIYS 
program almost since its inception, 
and have had conversations over the 
years with students who transferred out. 
My general sense is that the reasons 
why people transfer are extremely 
individual.”
Requests for comment on the subject 
of retention from other FIYS professors 
went either ignored or were refused.
NEXT WEEK: What strategies are being 
put in place to help Lake Forest College 
retain students, why are some members 
of the Class of 2011 completely satisﬁ ed, 
and what are the views of new students 
who have transferred into the college?
This past Monday, as rain splashed 
across the North Shore, it was an 
unexpectedly sunny morning in the 
Paciﬁ c Northwest, 1719 miles away, 
where University of Puget Sound 
transfer student Alayna Schoblaske 
has made her new home. The would-
be Lake Forest College sophomore 
reﬂ ected upon her decision.
“Geography was my number one 
reason for leaving,” she said. “Although 
I really enjoy traveling, I realized that 
living and going to school someplace 
far from home was much different than 
traveling someplace far from home.”
“It was very difﬁ cult to be in an 
environment where it seemed that 
so many students went home each 
weekend rather nonchalantly, whereas I 
was four hours and $600 from home.”
To understand the dip in retention, 
The Stentor conducted a survey in 
which a number of former Lake Forest 
students were asked several questions 
about why they left the college. Many 
former students were candid about the 
reasons they chose to leave.
“I hated that the school makes it 
seem like Chicago is so close… it’s an 
hour and 15 minutes away,” said one 
respondent. “The main reason I chose 
LFC was because I wanted to attend a 
liberal arts college near a city.”
“I hated my advisor,” she continued, 
“and most importantly, I think the 
social scene at LFC sucks. While LFC 
is a great school, and the town that 
it’s in is absolutely phenomenal, it 
wasn’t enough to make me want to stay 
another year, let alone graduate from 
that institution.”
Other students cited ﬁ nancial 
issues.
“MONEY!!!!!” said one student. 
“They support kids who come 
from nothing, but never take into 
consideration family sizes! I am over 
the school because NO ONE should 
EVER have to pay almost $45,000 
to attend a school. Lake Forest is NO 
HARVARD.”
Complaints about social life on the 
Lake Forest campus were common in 
the survey. “I did not get on well with 
most of my contemporaries,” said one 
former student.
“I have a few very close friends I 
made at Lake Forest,” she continued, 
“but I found that most students were 
only concerned with drinking, partying 
and various other slimy activities 
that lack creativity, genuine fun and 
intellectual thought. My roommate was 
not a kind girl and often reminded me 
of it.”
Yet others, however, embraced their 
experiences at Lake Forest, although 
most were very happy with their 
experiences after leaving the school. On 
a scale with 1 being extremely satisﬁ ed 
and 5 being extreme dissatisﬁ ed with 
their present life situation, the average 
response was a 1.5.
“I miss the streets of the neighborhood 
and the sands of Lake Michigan,” said 
a female respondent. “My professors 
were phenomenal. Witty and put 
together, friendly and caring. I learned 
a lot and found my passions there. I 
want to thank all the faculty, staff and 
people of the town for all they gave me 
and how kind they were the duration of 
my freshman year.”
 - Compiled by Justin Tardiff
Allen: Energy “issue of this generation”
this as part of a national trend in a 
shift towards nuclear?  What’s been 
holding back other large states from 
embracing nuclear energy? Do you see 
other states, such as Virginia, going 
nuclear in the near future?
In the country, about 50% is coal, 
20% is nuclear, 20% gas, 7% hydro, 
3% solar wind oil. The cost of hydro 
is the least expensive, but fat chance 
there’s going to be any more dams built. 
And that ends up being about 5 cents 
per kilowatt hour, coal ends up being, 
and there are state that use 98% coal, 
that ends up being about 6-7 cents per 
kilowatt hour, and the national average 
is around 10. Those that have a mix end 
up being 8-9 cents. Nuclear has clearly 
got to be a component of our base load 
electricity. For those that care about 
clean air, and all of us care about clean 
air, nuclear is great for it. The main 
impediment in why there hasn’t been a 
nuclear power plant license issued in, 
well, over 30 years now, is because of 
two reasons. One, the long permitting 
process, and that a plant costs billions 
and billions of dollars, and a minimum 
of ten to ﬁ fteen years before you even 
get it online. So, for a power company, 
they really have to have good forward 
thinking to say, “Twenty years from 
now, here’s the demand, and so we’re 
going to go through all this investment, 
all this permitting, all the hearings, and 
all the opposition you usually get from 
it.” And, because of all that, there hasn’t 
been one. In the 2006 Energy Bill, some 
of this was streamlined, but John McCain 
believes, and I believe, that we need to 
get new reactors built. The reactors that 
will be built will most likely be built at 
existing sites where the people in those 
communities are familiar with nuclear 
power, and they end up with really low 
property tax rates. Those communities 
also get a lot of revenue from those 
power plants. Virginia has two plants, 
and in fact, Dominion [Virginia’s power 
utility] is trying to get permitting to 
build another reactor at Lake Anna. The 
other impediment, besides the enormous 
cost of a nuclear power plant compared 
to coal or natural gas, is: What do you 
do with the spent fuel? Every nuclear 
power plant is a high-level nuclear waste 
repository. We do not have a national 
repository. There has been for years an 
effort to try to build it at Yucca Mountain 
in Nevada, but the Senator from here, 
Durbin, he just rails against it, because 
he thinks we can just have all this 
nuclear waste driving through Illinois. 
At any rate, the approach should be not 
having every plant being a high-level 
nuclear waste site. We need to operate 
the way the French do it: they keep 
recycling, reprocessing the spent fuel 
rods until the radioactivity is minimal, 
and then they encase it in glass. It’s a 
much more efﬁ cient, less dangerous, 
safer way of doing it, and once that’s 
done, communities will feel a lot safer 
having a nuclear power plant. Low-level 
radioactive waste, states have compacts, 
and they move that out, and that is good. 
It’s put into a safe place. So, two things, 
streamline the process, and allow for 
reprocessing and recycling of the waste. 
When that’s done, that’ll make it much 
safer. If the French can do it, so can we. 
With Mark Warner becoming 
Governor of Virginia in 2002, 
followed by Tim Kaine in 2005, and, 
more recently Senator Webb’s victory 
in 2006, it seems like more and more 
high ofﬁ ces in Virginia are being 
held by Democrats.  So where is the 
demographic shift: are the people of 
Virginia becoming more liberal or 
are the Virginian Democrats moving 
towards the center to gain a larger 
appeal? 
Good question. Every race has its own 
reasons. I think Mark Warner got elected 
because Republicans in the legislature 
even with a Republican governor they 
couldn’t adopt a budget so Mark Warner 
says we can do better than that. And 
that’s how come he got elected. It wasn’t 
anti- Bush. Kaine got elected, there is an 
inﬂ ux of people coming into Virginia, 
particularly in Northern Virginia, a 
lot are coming from the Northeast 
and they’re more Democrat, they’re 
more liberal. And so you see Northern 
Virginia becoming more liberal. In 2006, 
my election was so close it’s like losing 
a football game by one point. I’ve gone 
through 898 things I could have done 
different.
continued from front page
Read the full 
interview at 
TheStentor.com
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Offenses that occurred between Wednesday, September 24 and 
Tuesday, September 30. 
On September 25th at 7:40 a.m., Public Safety reported to 
a computer lab in Reid Hall on Middle Campus, where a 
computer was reported stolen. The case is under investigation.
On September 25th at 2:30 p.m., Public Safety reported to the 
Sports Center on South Campus, where an iPod in the weight 
room was taken. The case was closed pending additional 
information.
On September 25th at 5:30 p.m., Public Safety reported to the 
South Campus Quad, where a bicycle was reported missing. 
The case was closed pending additional information.
On September 26th at 10:11 a.m., Public Safety reported to 
Reid Hall on Middle Campus, where a student called reported a 
musical instrument missing. The case is under investigation.
On September 26th at 6:33 p.m., Public Safety reported to the 
South Campus Parking Lot, where a vehicle sustained damage 
after striking a tree branch. The scene was cleared.
On September 30th at 3:00 p.m., Public Safety was called to 
Northwestern University in Evanston, to assist their public 
safety ofﬁ ce.
CampusWatch
Philip Klinkner ‘85 shares 
perspective on 2008 election
Improvements at Brown TRC 
aid students with projects
KATHERINE LYMN
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
news2@lakeforest.edu
Philip Klinkner, a professor at 
Hamilton College in New York and a 
1985 Lake Forest graduate, 
spoke at Lily Reid Hold 
Memorial Chapel Tuesday night 
about what the presidencies 
of Barack Obama and John 
McCain would look like.
During his speech, 
sponsored by the Gates Center 
for Leadership and Personal 
Growth, Klinkner discussed 
each candidate in terms of the 
country’s condition.  If America 
is in need of a reconstruction 
and lots of reforms, Klinkner 
said, that a different type of 
leadership is required than if 
the leader just follows the plan 
of the previous president.  This 
theory is based on a model 
created by a fellow political 
scientist, Stephen Skowronek.
One of the ﬁ rst questions 
from the crowd, an even mix of 
students and townspeople that 
comfortable ﬁ lled the chapel, 
referred back to Skowronek’s 
leadership model.
Is America more ready for 
a reconstructive president, like 
Obama, or one more orthodox, like 
McCain?  While, replied Klinkner, it will 
be hard for Obama “to remake political 
order,” due to “partisan polarization,” he 
countered that it will be hard for McCain 
as well, for the same reason. 
“McCain is no reconstructive 
president,” he said, and has “no 
overarching vision” for reform in 
America.  Rather, McCain would put 
an emphasis on foreign policy, like 
republican presidents have in the past.
Another obvious issue raised is 
the issue of the race and gender of 
the candidates.  As for Obama’s race, 
Klinkner referred to the Bradley Effect, 
which theorizes that white voters that 
call themselves “undecided” are often 
just voters who do not want to admit to 
voting against a black candidate.
 Klinkner analyzed polling information 
and determined that Palin’s once fresh, 
exciting buzz about being a woman vice 
president has faded among democrats. 
“People tend to focus on the top of the 
ticket,” he added.  Anyway, concluded 
Klinkner in an appropriately nonpartisan 
yet opinionated remark, “vice presidents 
don’t matter.”
After his speech, Klinkner 
noted “It’s great to be back” to his 
alma mater.  He added that when 
he visits Lake Forest, he likes to 
visit his old friends here; some 
of his professors still teach today, 
including Carol Gayle, Clayton 
Gray, and Rand Smith.  Mary 
Lou Troyer, the wife of another 
of Klinkner’s professors, Bob 
Troyer, said of the speech that she 
“found it very enlightening.”
Ann Grant, another attendee, 
added that the “historical 
perspectives” and numerous 
references to past presidents was 
an interesting way to analyze the 
current candidates.
Klinkner, who, after graduation 
from Lake Forest, got his Ph.D. in 
Political Science from Yale and 
went on to author many books on 
the subject, knows even he isn’t 
capable of predicting how the 
election will turn out.
As he discussed campaign 
strategies, the swing states, and 
Friday’s debate between the two 
candidates, Klinkner repeatedly alluded 
to another huge aspect of the November 
election: despite all the analysis, the 
polls, and the controversy, Klinkner does 
not deny the excitement and mystery of 
it all, responding to many questions very 
simply: “We’ll see.”
LAUREL EATHERLY
STAFF WRITER
eatheld@lakeforest.edu
Students now 
will ﬁ nd the 
Brown Technology 
Resource Center at 
Lake Forest College 
more helpful than 
ever thanks to some 
recent changes. The 
most noticeable 
change this semester 
is in the layout of the 
TRC, located in room 
212 of Donnelly and 
Lee Library. Shifting 
desks, computers and 
other equipment has 
created enough space 
for four additional 
computers and, 
more importantly, 
puts the staff in a 
more approachable 
position for students 
entering the center 
for the ﬁ rst time. 
The new layout 
also allows the staff 
to monitor patrons 
more closely and 
in turn offer their 
assistance more readily.
The changes are the result of TRC 
manager Connie Corso’s goal to make 
the center more organized and accessible 
to students.  “If I had to come up with 
one word that deﬁ nes us, it’s help,” she 
said, describing her staff of 17 highly-
trained student workers.  This is Corso’s 
second year on the job.
Corso says the change in layout 
creates a “cultural shift,” she explained, 
“By nature, people are a little shy.  This 
makes it easier for the staff to see people 
struggling and jump up right away to 
help them.”
Generally, students use the TRC to 
take advantage of software programs 
they don’t personally own, including 
software for text, image, audio, and 
video editing as well as web design.
Students can also print posters for a 
ﬂ at rate of $10 each and borrow laptops 
for use within the library. A complete list 
of software and services is available at 
campus.lakeforest.edu/browntrc.htm.
In keeping with the goal of helping 
meet students’ many technological needs, 
the TRC has expanded its workshops, 
formerly open only to faculty and staff, 
to include students.
This year, Corso said, the workshops 
are “open to students. I’m really happy 
with that. That’s a huge service.”
The free, one-time workshops, 
designed and taught by TRC staff, will 
familiarize students with a variety of 
software programs such as PowerPoint 
and movie editing. The training sessions 
are usually one- to two-hours long; sign-
up is online at campus.lakeforest.edu/
browntrc/calendar.htm.
For help solving their day-to-day 
technological dilemmas, students don’t 
need to make an appointment.  The 
TRC operates on the same schedule as 
the library and the staff members are no 
strangers to students with last-minute 
projects who come to the Center as a last 
resort. 
“We get a lot of students who have 
exhausted all other options,” Corso said. 
“We get a lot of last-minute things and 
we’re glad we can be that option for 
students.”
Corso and her staff aim to help every 
student, no matter their comfort level 
with technology.
“We try to meet you at your level,” 
she said. “We try to accommodate 
everyone.”
Each student worker at the TRC 
undergoes extensive training in a variety 
of software programs.
“I have to hand it to the staff,” Corso 
said.
The staff “committed to four, ﬁ ve-hour 
Sundays of Ofﬁ ce training, Geographic 
Information Systems training, and 
videography.”
“If I were a student now, I’d be up 
here all the time,” Corso said.
CORRECTION
Last week’s article “Voter registration offered for ﬁ rst 
time on LFC campus” by Katherine Lymn incorrectly 
claimed that voter registration was offered on campus for 
the ﬁ rst time this year.  In fact, voter registration has been 
offered at the college for over ﬁ fteen years; this year is 
instead the ﬁ rst year there has been a voting drive to encour-
age voting by Lake Forest students.  Voter registration is still 
available through Oct. 7 by contacting Carol Gayle at (847) 
735-5083 to schedule an appointment.
Klinkner shared his views on what both of the presidential 
candidates would look like in the White House.
photo courtesy Will Pittinos
Both PCs and Macs, scanners, printers, and friendly staff ﬁ ll the Brown Technology Resource Center.
photo by Kathryn Appelhans
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KATHRYN APPELHANS
MANAGING EDITOR
manager@lakeforest.edu
Dean Beth Tyler and her husband 
of 21 years, Funkadesi member Lloyd 
King, opened up the “Soup and Sto-
ries” Series on Wednesday, September 
24th,  with the couple discussing how 
race has played a role in their relation-
ship while students. Faculty, staff and 
friends of the College enjoyed warm 
soup and rolls in the packed Pierson 
rooms.
Rob Flot, Associate Dean of Stu-
dents, opened the event by explaining 
the idea behind the luncheon.  Once a 
month, speakers are invited by the Of-
ﬁ ce of Intercultural Relations to “pro-
vide an intercultural opportunity for 
students and the community,” he said.  
“It’s good to hear from other members 
of the community in an informal way.”  
Beth Tyler, Dean of Students of Lake 
Forest College, explained that their 
presentation was going to be an infor-
mal conversation.  The couple decided 
against preparing for the event.
Students who attended the presenta-
tion were receptive to both the topic 
of event and its format. “It’s great that 
this topic of interracial marriages was 
brought up, race is a complicated topic 
and hard to describe. It is so relevant 
to our lives, especially because many 
people in the United States are deﬁ ning 
themselves as being part of more than 
just one race,” junior Jaime Perez said.
Tyler met King her freshman year at 
Marlboro College in Vermont. “[This 
relationship] has opened my eyes 
to diversity and culture in ways that 
never would have happened.”  Grow-
ing up in Fairﬁ eld County, Conn, Tyler 
explained, gave her a rather sheltered 
political upbringing.   Her family was 
open-minded, and she grew up believ-
ing that everyone was equal, but her 
community was predominately WASPs, 
or white, Anglo-Saxon Protestants.  “I 
had no sense of what it meant to be 
intercultural,” she said.
Race was never a big issue for the 
couple; Lloyd grew up with a white 
mother. “I didn’t think anything of it,” 
he said. “I was a hippie, and she was 
a hippie chick.”   King also explained 
that he and Beth came from the same 
social class, so he had more in common 
with her than most of the black men 
and women 
around him.  
“Lloyd has 
exposed 
and opened 
my mind 
to views 
about our 
cultures that 
I would not 
have seen 
otherwise,” 
Tyler added, 
saying it is 
easy to just 
become a 
bystander 
to injustices 
and preju-
dices.  “Rac-
ism doesn’t 
mean intent, 
malice, or 
hate,” she 
said.  “We’re 
hard-wired 
and social-
ized to think 
one thing 
about [an idea].”
One audience member asked 
Beth how her family felt about being 
involved in a multi-racial relation-
ship. Tyler remembers her mom being 
ﬁ ne with the news.  “How can you not 
love him?  She got over it.”  Beth said, 
“When it stopped being this abstrac-
tion, it got down to just being me and 
Lloyd.”
“I thought I’d grow up to be a 
revolutionist,” King said about his 
passion about the black revolution from 
a young age.  He decided to become 
a musician instead, after seeing how 
dangerous his area of interest could be.  
Lloyd explained his experimentation 
period candidly.  “I experienced with 
drugs... Eventually I started to hang out 
with nerds, and that went quite well for 
me.”  
Then King began to explain he felt 
“residual guilt.” He was part of the 
black movement, but attended a nearly 
all-white school. This was about the 
time when King’s panic attacks started.  
After Grad school, “I had to go see a 
shrink. The panic attacks weren’t going 
away, and I was ﬁ ghting with my wife” 
he said.   King visited a white man for 
help. He admits, “I was always cocked 
and ready with my race card...One day, 
my shrink said without malice, ‘You 
seem more Jewish to me than black..’ 
That threw me for a loop!”
King continued, “Why deny the 
‘white’ part? What’s the big deal?”  
Soon after, King wrote a song about his 
identity, became 
more comfortable 
with his marriage, 
and saw this as 
cultural rich-
ness. He said, “I 
haven’t switched 
sides or any-
thing,” in regards 
to saying that he 
is ‘white,’ “I’m 
just happy to be 
both.”
Beth and Lloyd 
answered the 
audience’s ques-
tions with ease, 
and just like any 
other couple who 
had known each 
other for 30 years, 
they ﬁ nished each 
other’s thoughts 
and sentences.  
When an audi-
ence member 
asked if they had 
ever been in 
danger for their 
relationship, 
the couple seemed to think of the exact 
same story almost instantly.  Together, 
they ﬁ nished an anecdote about Lloyd 
running along an ally in Roger’s Park, 
while counting the money he had just 
received from an ATM, and getting 
arrested under the false pretense that 
Lloyd had stolen the money from an 
old woman in the area.  “I was running 
late for my haircut,” he remembered.  
“Eventually, the racial proﬁ ling...
stopped.”
When asked if Lloyd’s passion 
for black power and black revolution 
added anything powerful to her life, 
Beth explained that it did get her more 
interested in being a revolutionist, 
“not necessarily the black revolutionist 
part,” she added.  “I don’t remember 
it being that much of his personality.”  
Since meeting King, Tyler has been an 
activist around issues of general fair-
ness, oppression and equality.  
Dean Flot then asked Tyler about 
how she reconciles challenging the 
status quo now that she is the dean of 
a college.  She responded, “[Students] 
should challenge the status quo.  If 
it’s solid, it will withstand it.”  Tyler 
continued by encouraging students to 
be rational.  “I’m willing to entertain 
disagreements....I’m not as interested 
in pushing back, just in encouraging 
elevated dialogue.” 
The “Soup and Stories” presentation 
encouraged students to be more com-
fortable talking about race. “I really en-
joyed hearing Dean Tyler and [Lloyd] 
speak about race...Prejudice and racism 
are very controversial subjects, and it 
is extremely important that the issues 
be discussed rather than avoided,” said 
junior Taylor Tuscherer. “Avoidance of 
the subjects only intensiﬁ es and per-
petuates their controversial nature.  If 
we can’t openly discuss our prejudices 
than how can we overcome them?”
Junior Megan Vercellino was also 
inspired by the presentation. “Dean 
Tyler’s Soup and Stories opened up a 
window of opportunity for discussion 
between the races. Discussions I have 
had since then have enlightened me on 
new perspectives I may not have gotten 
if it wasn’t for her and her husband,” 
said Vercellino.
Dean Tyler and Lloyd King: Everlasting Love
Photo Courtesy of Kate AppelhansLloyd King displays “Swing Lo”, a sculpture carved by  
his grandfather.
KRISTIN KOJZAREK
ARTS & LEISURE EDITOR
features@lakeforest.edu
In a culture that still struggles with 
human rights issues that have caused 
some parents to abandon their baby 
daughters, documentary ﬁ lmmaker 
Ai Xiaoming has taken the bold step 
of directing one of the most feminist 
theater productions, The Vagina Mono-
logues, in her home country of China.  
Sponsored by Asia Studies, Women 
and Gender Studies, the Ethics Center, 
Modern Languages, and the Mojekwu 
Fund for Intercultural Understand-
ing, Xiaoming visited Lake Forest 
College last Thursday.  She presented 
clips from her ﬁ lms in the McCormick 
Auditorium and spoke about how her 
productions were received in China, 
as well as her experiences as a human 
rights activist.  Xiaoming, a Professor 
of Communications and director of 
the sex and gender education forum at 
Sun Yat-sen University in Guangzhou, 
China, has been an activist for promo-
tion of women’s studies curricula and 
felt there was a lack of representation 
for Chinese women.
The Vagina Monologues, produced 
to be part of a Stop Domestic Violence 
program in China, was staged by her 
students in 2003.  Although there are 
places in China where it was banned, 
The Vagina Monologues received an 
overwhelming positive response from 
the media. This led Xiaoming to direct 
her ﬁ rst documentary ﬁ lm, The Vagina 
Monologues: Stories Behind the 
Scenes with director Hu Jie in 2004.  
This became the ﬁ rst of several proj-
ects Xiaoming worked on as she found 
ﬁ lm to be a way she could capture 
people’s stories in order to promote 
human rights.  
 “I felt documentary ﬁ lm was a 
tool that worked well for human rights 
because it is an affordable way to in-
form people, and it allows us to think 
critically, to ask questions, and to deal 
with these issues,” Xiaoming said.
One ﬁ lm clip Xiaoming played for 
the audience, The Abandoned Baby 
Dance, is a poignant dramatization of 
an issue that she said she found to be 
China speciﬁ c.  In this clip, 28 dancers 
in traveling bags fall to the ground in 
order to portray female-abandoned 
babies.  The other dancers represent 
the mothers and try to express, through 
dance, the pain and sorrow of leaving 
a child.    
“I decided to pick one issue each 
year to focus on,” Xiaoming said.  “I 
try to interview people and hear their 
stories and express them.”
 his is just one of several projects 
she has done.   One ﬁ lm she made in 
2006, The Epic of Central 
Plain, documents pov-
erty-stricken patients in the 
Henan province who were 
infected with the AIDS vi-
rus due to lack of proper vi-
ral inspection of blood used 
in transfusions.   Because of 
this scandal, thousands of 
people were infected with 
HIV and most were refused 
any type of compensation 
from the hospitals.  
“Just as with the tainted 
milk powder scandal hap-
pening now, coverage raises 
awareness and mobilizes 
people,” Xiaoming said.  
“We need to learn the les-
sons from these tragedies 
and ﬁ nd out why and how 
they happened,” she added.
 In 2007, she followed 
that project with a ﬁ lm 
about a care house made for 
children with HIV in Hebei.  
The ﬁ lm, entitled Care 
and Love, won a ﬁ lm 
festival award.  It documented people 
living with the disease, the stigma they 
bear, and care house volunteer’s ﬁ ght 
for rights and support.      
Some students reacted  to the mov-
ing scenes in Xiaoming’s ﬁ lm clips 
with surprise.   “It opened my eyes to 
the plight of the Chinese people and 
although she was hard to understand, 
her footage was enlightening,”  Lake 
Forest College senior Christine Arnoid 
said.  Senior Anjali Ajailkomar com-
mented, “The ﬁ lm clips and visuals 
were very interesting.  I thought it 
gave insight to the inequalities that we 
don’t see in China.”
Audience members also showed in-
terest in Xiaoming’s life in China and 
the bravery she displays as an activist.  
Due to the nature of the issues Xiaom-
ing documents, local government has 
threatened her.  Local authorities see 
activists as troublemakers who are 
subject to arrest.
  “The local government, of course, 
doesn’t like ther ﬁ lms, and it is the 
local people and activists who face 
more threats because they are on the 
forefront,” she said.
Regardless of resistance, Xiaoming 
wants to continue to share the power 
of other people’s efforts and experi-
ences.  With technology making it eas-
ier to do, she hopes to keep asking the 
questions that mainstream media will 
not.  Whereas mainstream ﬁ lmmakers 
begin shooting several days or weeks 
after an event has occurred, Xiaoming 
collaborates with local people on site, 
ﬁ rst hand.  Some of  the secenes she 
ﬁ lmed are unedited raw footage.
“Those are the most valuable 
scenes becasue they allow the power 
of the issues to be felt emotionally, and 
today’s technology makes them [the 
images] easier to capture,” Xiaoming 
said.  “I wish more people could do 
it.”
Chinese Documentary Film Maker and Human Rights Activist         
Ai Xiaoming Visits Lake Forest College
Photo Courtesy of interlocals.net
Photo Courtesy of picasaweb.google.comAi Xiaoming braves the elements while seeking the truth.
Prof. Xiaoming talks to students about 
feminism in China.
October 2, 2008                                                                                            Lake Forest College Stentor                                                                                         Page 5
Arts & Leisure
GHOST WITH GREAT TASTE
STENTOR SPECTER
features@lakeforest.edu
Everyone deserves a break on the 
weekends. Judging by the average 
weekend meals, this is something that 
the folks of Aramark take seriously. The 
line-up at the buffet runs rampant with 
retreads that are unpopular during the 
weekday service, making one wonder 
who thinks they’ll suddenly become 
appetizing. That said, it does seem 
unfair to judge the cuisine when the 
chef knows that one half of his patrons 
will be hung-over, and the other half 
still intoxicated. But, unfortunately, for 
those with sophisticated pallettes and 
foresight, this past Saturday’s brunch 
embodied the pinnacle of institutional-
ized fare. 
Upon entering the café, many diners, 
wilted under the pressure of choosing 
from a litany of seemingly delicious 
entrees. The station typically reserved 
for wraps offered a hot dog bar with all 
the trimmings to dress your dog, Chi-
cago-style or otherwise. The pizza line 
morphed into a classy Italian joint offer-
ing made to order stromboli, essentially 
a breadier and far classier calzone. Even 
the buffet got into the act, lining up 
ethnic offerings from around the globe 
such as; samosas, tofu fried rice, and 
fried plantains.  While Reuben whipped 
up made-to-order Bananas Foster, al-
though Aramark dropped the ball on the 
obvious pun of ‘Bananas Forester.’ The 
dessert bar featured apple turnovers and 
tiramisu to polish off the food orgy with 
a little sweetness. The obvious ﬂ aw is 
that one can only eat so much. 
This weekend, Aramark did their 
best impression of the scene from Old 
School where Will Ferrell blacks out 
and then dominates his debate. Out of 
nowhere, LFC was blindsided by caf-
eteria perfection, only to return to the 
mediocrity as soon as the last diner ex-
ited the cafeteria on Saturday. Did this 
perfection come from the wide range 
of foods on display? Did it come from 
using their superstar, Reuben, correctly? 
In actuality, it was a combination of the 
two. While Reuben’s Bananas Foster 
will inevitably be the dish that stood 
out when the diners eventually sober 
up, the variety and international ﬂ avor 
of Stromboli from Italy, samosas from 
India, fried plantains from the Carib-
bean, and tiramisu from heaven should 
be the legacy of this unexpected treat. 
Diversity may be the key to pleasing 
audiences as large as a college, but if 
quality is forgotten, and it usually is, 
then it’s all just a waste. While experi-
encing something so promising early 
in the year may hoodwink the less 
experienced into expecting solid week-
end meals, this was a one time blessing 
from the food gods.   
The Ghost’s Spooky Rating:
               out of
Gentleperson’s Gourmand
KYLE P. MEREDITH
EDITOR-IN-CHEIF
editor@lakeforest.edu
You might think that, as Edi-
tor-in-Chief of The Stentor, I lead a 
life of sexy action and easy money. 
While you’re right about the former, 
I’m actually quite broke right now; I 
totaled The Stentor’s convertible, and 
writing off $200 dinners on the paper’s 
expense account just isn’t as easy as it 
used to be. 
So, when I heard that the lo-
cal CROYA Center was looking for 
some hired muscle to police a middle 
school dance, I was interested. For 
the eminently reasonable sum of $40 
American, I was hired for 4 hours of 
thug work.
I’m no stranger to being a hired 
gun; really, it’s natural for me. I’m in-
timidating (especially to a 7th grader), 
I have experience with crowd control, 
and, as a native Southerner, I’ve spent 
extensive time at the gun range. Break-
ing up “grind-lines” would be well 
within my skill set.
I arrived at CROYA with a group 
of fellow money-seekers, only to be 
shocked at its opulence. For those who 
have not had the privilege of attend-
ing a function at CROYA, the center is 
massive and well-appointed. Neither 
my elite boarding school nor my cur-
rent college have facilities that rival 
this; there were pool tables, foosball 
tables, a Nintendo Wii hooked up to 
a massive projection screen, and the 
entire Rock Band set-up, including 
drums. 
The furniture in the game room was 
more comfortable than in our Student 
Center, and was also on wheels, no 
longer forcing me to choose whether I 
wanted to be seated or whether I want-
ed to move about the room: I could do 
both, and believe you me, I did. 
I was initially stationed at a door in 
the game room; my job was to ensure 
that no one went upstairs, and that 
no one wrecked the pool table. From 
my vantage point, I found that I knew 
every one of the kids, not personally, 
obviously, because that would be hella-
creepy, but in the sense that each of the 
people in the room represented some-
one I knew in middle school. There 
were the nerds, there were the bullies, 
there were the aspiring jocks and rock-
ers, and I had to be prepared to defend 
myself and the CROYA facility against 
any of them.
This portion of my night was un-
eventful. My brooding presence was 
more than enough to dissuade even 
the most determined hooligan from 
trying to go upstairs. The only action 
I saw was when a group of tomfoolers 
decided to leave their pool cues around 
the pool table; because I am a sociol-
ogy major, and also because I had a 
comfortable chair, I decided to conduct 
an experiment and see how long it 
would take for someone to pick up the 
cues. It took a good ﬁ ve minutes before 
one of the full-time employees noticed 
and yelled at the culprits, and all I had 
to do was say, “Sorry, boys, there’s no 
maid in here.” 
Recognizing my talents, I was soon 
promoted to prowling the actual dance 
ﬂ oor. Apparently, the middle-school-
ers these days are fond of “grinding,” 
wherein groups of students grind them-
selves against each other. Where these 
youngsters learned the ﬁ ner points of 
simulated intercourse, I don’t know, 
but I blame MTV, and I was deter-
mined to keep their morals intact (by 
force if necessary).  
Fortunately, the kids were alright. 
The few grind-
ing incidents 
were quickly 
resolved, and 
the students 
ushered them-
selves out to the 
blaring strains 
of Journey’s 
“Don’t Stop 
Believin’.” All 
that was left 
for me and my 
fellow guardians 
of decency to 
do was to help 
sweep up the 
abandoned neon 
bracelets and 
sunglasses.
I was handed 
an envelope 
with my hard-
earned pay at 
the conclusion 
of the clean-up 
(cash!), and told 
that there were 
more opportuni-
ties in the future 
for myself and 
other college 
students. For anyone looking for some 
money and something to do on a lazy 
Saturday before hitting the bars (the 
dance had concluded shortly after 
10pm), I highly suggest you consider 
the CROYA Center. 
My Night as a Hired Gun
Photo Courtesy of Mark Reisterer
Editor-In-Chief Kyle P. Meredith lays 
down the Law at the CROYA Dance.
Photo Courtesy of Aramark.com
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Letters to the Editor
Show me the money
JOHN TERMAAT, Copy Chief Setting the
record straight
Rain, Sleet, Snow, or 
Hail?
Having a hard time keep-
ing track of your Flex dollars? 
Maybe that’s because they’re 
disappearing so fast! That’s 
right, as you read in last week’s 
Stentor, Aramark raised the  
prices on food without formal-
ly announcing it, which is cost-
ing those who use the Student 
Center meals as an alternative 
to the caf.
It’s understandable that 
Aramark would have to raise 
prices at a time when commod-
ities and fuel are getting more 
expensive, but to not let the 
campus know is irresponsible. 
Students and faculty should 
know that they are going to 
have to pay more for their Bos-
cos and caramel macchiatos. In 
these times of ﬁ nancial crisis, 
the last thing we need less than 
full disclosure. 
But Aramark does do an 
excellent job providing the 
campus with a range of dining 
options. 
Although the food in the caf 
can quickly taste like nothing 
but grease and salt, it remains 
the best deal on campus. 
Students can pile up plate after 
plate (no longer tray after tray) 
of  grilled cheese and frozen 
yogurt and not worry that they 
won’t have enough Flex dollars 
to cover the next meal. 
But for those who already 
decided that the less caf food 
they have the better, it is tough 
times. No longer can students  
non-chalantly scan their plastic 
cards and stock up on spicy 
salmon rolls and $1.99 Boscos. 
Maintaining a balance that will 
carry one into December will 
be harder than ever. 
Luckily, Aramark will not 
let students who run out of 
Flexdollars starve, because 
they still require them to enjoy 
at least 10 meals a week in the 
comfort of the caf! This guar-
antees students slightly more 
than one meal a day at which 
they can feast and rehydrate. 
But perhaps higher prices 
come at the best time, both 
in terms of students’ lives, 
and a time of ﬁ nancial crisis. 
Managing Flex dollars, afterall, 
demands the same vigilance, 
frugality, and responsibility as 
credit cards, mortgages, or a 
family of six.
Thank you, Aramark, for 
slipping these changes under 
the radar, and maybe doing us 
all a favor in the long run. 
Lubko Berezowsky ‘09 
Annie Cooper ‘11
Opinions Editors
We are witnessing the death 
of an ideology. The ﬁ nancial crisis 
and the rampant volatility in the 
world around us have lent a fatal 
wound to the neo-conservative 
dogma. When McCain debated 
Obama on Thursday, he 
represented the failed worldview, 
the death rattle of a theory. 
I know that’s one heck of a 
claim. Millions upon millions 
of Americans believe in these 
ideas. The upcoming election 
is by no means a blowout. 
Sarah Palin, the quintessential 
fundamentalist Christian neo-
conservative, has a serious 
chance of leading our country. 
So, consider  this a  condemnation 
of a  perspective,  not a people. 
In reality, conviction to a belief 
increases when that belief is 
challenged, even when it fails 
completely. Hating the believer 
just strengthens the divide. 
The free market is dying. 
Ideally, the market contains its 
own checks and balances, keeping 
individual forces from overtaking 
others for long, pushing the 
best to the top, the worst to 
the bottom, and constantly 
growing. With numbers, it 
works. With humans, as we can 
see, there are a couple snags. 
Greed is a big one. Be it 
corporate, consumer, investment, 
lender, or borrower, every side has 
a part to play. The reasons behind 
the collapse of our economy are 
complicated, to say the least. 
But, most hinge on the guilty 
party assuming or desiring more 
than they ended up receiving. 
The stock market is an 
incredible thing. In most parts 
of reality, for instance, when you 
sell something you don’t have, 
and receive payment for it, that’s 
a crime. In the stock market, 
that’s naked short-selling, a 
system where one person sells 
stock which they do not have 
to another, who now has the 
promise of stock that didn’t exist. 
It’s a small part of the system 
but, I think, a demonstrative one. 
When bits and bytes replaced 
paper and pencil, when binary 
code replaced a literal gold 
reserve, our system didn’t 
change. With no tangible aspects, 
expecting the market to remain 
free of corruption is naïve. 
As we can see, and as Bush 
himself has admitted, we 
need government regulation 
for the market to ﬂ ourish. 
Regulation is the human 
check, the democratic check, 
upon the unbalanced greed 
constant in the system. 
This methodology is behind our 
public school system, our trafﬁ c 
laws, Medicare, and all our social 
systems that maintain society as 
we know it. Calling this a waste of 
taxpayer money is a rejection of 
our democratic system. Gaining 
representation for our taxation 
deﬁ ned our revolution, and 
government social systems are 
the basis of our relationship with 
that body now. If our economy 
fails due to battling ideologies, 
we deserve the repercussions. 
The world, however, does not. 
No matter what imagined 
hegemony we hold as a country, 
no matter how patriotic you are, 
you cannot deny the importance of 
the rest of the world’s countries. 
  The animosity towards America 
is widespread, but not simply 
due to our recent arrogance. No, 
our arrogance is far older than 
Bush Jr. Our constant holier than 
thou attitude, from Reagan’s 
City on the Hill, Light of the 
World pronouncements, to Bush 
and, later, Palin claiming we 
ﬁ ght on God’s side, to our odd 
inclination to constantly ask 
God to bless America, not her 
fellow countries, all and many 
more have kept that hubris alive. 
Beyond that, we have a history, 
which we would rather deny, 
of imperialism and support of 
dictatorial regimes for the sake of 
stability, not democratic values. 
After WWII, we inherited 
colonial control of the Middle 
East, and encouraged the 
development of Israel, a sparker 
of conﬂ ict ever since, no matter 
the necessity of its existence. 
In the Cold War, we did all 
we could to stop Communist 
expansion by promoting 
development in the struggling 
countries of the Middle East, at 
the same time supporting dictators 
and militant groups like Osama 
Bin Ladin’s crew. It was about 
keeping the countries strong and 
stable so the Commies couldn’t 
lure them into their devilry, 
not promoting peace, love, and 
prosperity for oppressed peoples. 
That history follows us, and we 
are only creating more turmoil 
now.  Invading Iraq destabilized 
a country and region: a country 
that had no institutional strength, 
no true executive power returned 
to its tribal roots, and we thought 
we could create a nation out of 
a disconnected mass; a region 
that had found a weak balance 
between Iraq and Iran now 
had only one power, and every 
militant Islamist group suddenly 
found legitimate reason, and a 
greater following of anti-western 
sentiments. We turned a terrible, 
humbling attack into a reason 
to demonstrate our power over 
a weaker state, and now the 
world reaps the consequences. 
Again, we are part of a 
global system. Our actions 
affect others, and more so than 
those  of  any other country. 
Our society crumbles as we 
continue to ignore history and 
fact. We need a new approach. 
The ideals of the free market 
and spreading democratic belief 
to oppressed nations are worthy 
of respect, even praise. But, they 
serve a simple, black and white 
system of thought. We cannot run 
an economy based on numbers 
without ethics. Nor can we spread 
democracy with invasions that 
only spread anarchy. We must 
acknowledge the complexities. 
Logical thought, not fear, must 
govern our actions. We need to 
curb the corporate chokehold on 
our government. Those bad guys 
in the world must be dealt with, 
but with respect and diplomacy 
whenever possible.  
 We have seen the results of 
a simpler creed. Clinging 
to a failed ideology simply 
widens the wound, morphing 
the death of one perspective 
into the death of one nation. 
EDITORIAL OBSERVER / ANDREW VAN HERIK ‘11
The death of Neo-Conservatism in America
  I received a letter today 
(Monday, Sep. 29th) that was 
sent last Monday, courtesy of 
that august institution, the Lake 
Forest College mailroom. This 
is the year 2008; while the 
letter was sent from Florida, 
I’ve been led to understand that 
there exists a continuous series 
of interstate highways between 
Tampa and Chicago. What’s 
more, I’ve also heard rumors 
that the US Postal Service 
contracts with owners of new-
fandangled “ﬂ ying machines” 
that make letter delivery quite 
rapid. 
  The distance from my house 
to this campus is 1209.43 miles, 
according to the ﬁ ne folks over 
at Mapquest; at the height of the 
Persian Empire, a letter could 
be delivered 1600 miles in nine 
days. Since that was like, at least 
300 years ago, I think it’s a safe 
assumption that our modern post 
ofﬁ ce should be able to cover 
this shorter distance in much 
less time. I think it’s also a safe 
assumption that the mailroom 
had more to do with this delay 
than the post ofﬁ ce.
  This is not an isolated 
incident. This is the second 
letter so far this year that has 
taken this long. A friend of 
mine received notiﬁ cation of 
a  package on September 19th
that had, according to the USPS 
tracking system, arrived at our 
mailroom on August 28th. That’s 
an astounding amount of time 
spent sitting somewhere in the 
mailroom. Another friend had 
a letter postmarked August 
25th that was forwarded to her 
house. Seemingly all of my 
acquaintances have a story 
of something being lost or 
mysteriously taking well over a 
month to arrive. The mailroom 
has always been wildly 
unreliable, but this year, they’ve 
made it into an art.
   Besides being a tremendous 
annoyance, it’s frightening to 
think what we could feasibly 
have lost for us by the mailroom. 
This is a pivotal election year 
and I live in a swing state; I’m 
sort of wondering if I’ll be 
receiving my absentee ballot 
on time. I’m also expecting a 
good deal of material from law 
schools to which I’m applying; 
should I be looking into getting 
a PO Box downtown? We have 
enough things to worry about 
as college students- wondering 
if we’ll get our mail should not 
  Two weeks ago, I criticized 
certain organizations in this 
section of The Stentor for 
bringing speaker Earl Johnson 
to campus to talk about the 
9/11 tragedy for what I thought 
were less than noble reasons.  
Among those organizations 
were the College Republicans, 
led by Patrick Casten.  
   Last week, Casten responded 
with strong words, calling 
my article a “hatchet piece,” 
and concluding that I am a 
bitter liberal.  So at the risk 
of perpetuating the issue even 
further, I felt it necessary to 
clarify my argument.
   Much of Casten’s piece was 
devoted to defending Young 
America’s Foundation by 
pointing out that they are non-
partisan and have no political 
afﬁ liation whatsoever.  But if 
he wants to argue that the event 
was completely free of politics, 
then he should have also 
explained the participation of 
his own College Republicans.
   In defending the College 
Republicans’ participation, 
Casten argued that the College 
Democrats could have done 
something to remember 9/11 as 
well. If College Democrats also 
had a program, then we would 
have been just as guilty of 
politicizing 9/11. My question 
is, why should political 
organizations have anything 
to do with such a tragedy at 
all? Certainly it is important to 
remember the lives lost on that 
day, but when Republicans and 
conservatives try to make that 
responsibility their own, they 
turn what should be a day of 
sad reﬂ ection into a political 
advantage.
   In the ﬁ nal paragraph 
of Casten’s response, he 
proved that he missed the 
point completely.  He wrote: 
“Scull was in attendance for 
Mr. Johnson’s speech, and 
conveniently neglected to 
question Mr. Johnson’s ties to 
Young America’s Foundation 
or attempted to add to the 
marketplace of ideas and 
engage in a dialogue of any 
kind.
   “Instead, Scull chose to write 
an attack piece...” 
   No, Mr. Casten, the attack 
piece was the dialogue.  They 
are one and the same.  That’s 
the thing about the marketplace 
of ideas – it’s usually the 
newspaper.
Leah Scull ‘09
Like a jaguar’s insatiable hunger for wounded possum, so 
The Stentor has an unquenchable thirst for your letters.
Send them to: opinions@lakeforest.edu
With the College’s retention rate at a frightening low and transferred students com-
plaining about the College’s lackluster social life, it has never been more important for 
students and administrators to bolster a sense of community on campus.  A critical part 
of that mission must be to enhance the traditions that bring our campus together, tak-
ing note of traditions that succeed while acknowledging the traditions that have fallen 
short.
The Gates Center Day of Service, which was a celebrated success last year, seemed 
to suffer from poor planning this time around.  Several members of The Stentor’s 
editorial staff had their service assignments changed drastically the night before, from 
preparing hospital goody-bags indoors to collecting seeds in a county forest preserve.  
After an All-Campus Party on Friday night, students were expected to wake up at 6:00 
a.m., which seems like something of a gamble.
The college also intended to create a new tradition by sending incoming freshmen 
copies of Never a City So Real by Alex Kotlowitz, a novel about life in the city of Chi-
cago. Unfortunately, the school did not make reading the book mandatory, and no fol-
low-up book groups or author-visits by the Chicago-area resident took place. A perfect 
opportunity to bind the class of 2012 was lost.
The cancellation of the Midnight Breakfast was a letdown.  The premise was great: 
rewarding students who are in the process of improving the College’s mean GPA while 
studying in the middle of the night. The unilateral decision by the administration to 
cancel the breakfast as punishment for a food-ﬁ ght initiated by seniors inebriated on the 
college’s dime hurt the wrong students – the smart ones the school wants to retain.
On the other hand, last year’s Drag Show was a huge success.  By bringing students 
together in the Student Center and promoting the goals of various organizations on 
campus, the night demonstrated one of the College’s most positive traits – a fun-loving 
and open-minded student body.
With Homecoming weekend approaching, we are now given an opportunity to 
strengthen one of our best traditions. Homecoming has always been a great opportunity 
for the campus to let loose, and for current students to mix with our alumni.  If lead-
ers of the event decide to issue drinking wristbands and look over students’ shoulders, 
however, they could be putting a damper on community bonding, and, consequently, 
detracting from the fun. 
This College has the potential to mix a great education with some great communal 
fun – a winning combination for higher retention rates. The Stentor recognizes that it 
won’t be easy to balance the College’s responsibility to the law while trying to maintain 
the traditional Homecoming experience. This paper further recognizes that we as stu-
dents also have a duty to behave responsibly, and without our cooperation, the weekend 
will be a failure. 
Nonetheless, the College should do all it can to strike this delicate balance; it is one 
of the few great traditions that we have, and Lake Forest cannot afford to lose it. 
Homecoming, a tradition we 
cannot afford to lose
have to be one of them.
Kyle P. Meredith ‘09
hennepm@lakeforest.edu
I have to say, I am a pretty cool 
guy.  But without Facebook, I 
would not be Paul the Great, 
The Salubrious. Facebook 
bestows upon me  high social 
rank and important titles.
In general, Facebook is 
awesome.  It allows people to act 
in ways that they could not in real 
life.  On Facebook, I can contact 
people whom I rarely ever talk 
to or know, stalk people before I 
meet them, change my language 
to Pirate, and write weekly 
epigrams next to my face to stand 
as my status – whatever that now 
means.  It also allows for quick 
and instant communication and 
mere entertainment.  It is really 
sweet to constantly communicate 
with everyone, while being 
entertained at the same time.  I 
am so for the dis-communication 
of mass communication.
Although Facebook is fun and 
cool, it has its downside.  First, 
I always read the worst News 
Feed messages about my ex-
girlfriends and foes.  Although 
it is intriguing to hear about her 
engagement, it is also leads me 
into a crater of cyber despair, 
during which I spend hours 
stalking her ﬁ ancé on Facebook. 
Second, everyone knows my 
birthday.  I really hate everything 
when people know it is my 
birthday.  Lastly, everyone knows 
everything about me all of the 
time because I am always on 
Facebook and so is everyone else, 
and everyone is always watching!
I put a large portion of my 
life on Facebook.  Well, I pick 
and choose what best suites my 
personality so people really get 
to know me.  I don’t upload 
pictures of my family, pictures 
of my childhood, or loves songs 
that I write for my roommate. 
I do, however, put the pictures 
of myself with my lips tightly 
wrapped around a drink at  last 
year’s Homecoming.  I set my 
default picture as a photo of my 
friends and me.  We are dressed 
up, showing cleavage, and for 
some reason standing in the 
bathroom (you know: doing what 
I always do). I scan the articles 
from the local paper from the 
time when my roommate got 
arrested, and I post it as a Note. 
The stuff that I put on Facebook 
shows people who I really am.
The weird aspect of my 
Facebook life is that I do not 
want anyone to know about 
it.  Although I know that all of 
my activities are exposed to the 
public, I want to act as if I am 
keeping everything a secret.  Then 
people see my really awesome 
secret life, and then they know.
What is coming out of 
the closet?  Usually, we 
simply say it is opening 
up about one’s sexuality.  There is, of course, 
so much more.  One can, for example, come 
out to only one person, or to many, to one’s 
friends, and not to one’s coworkers, etc. 
For me, coming out is more than that, 
for me it is the single most important 
act one can do as a member of the gay 
community.  So, let’s talk about it.
Some might wonder, “what’s the big deal 
about coming out?”  Well, once upon a time, 
not so long ago, coming out put you at risk of 
losing your job, being the victim of hate crimes, 
or even being considered mentally ill.  This is in 
fact still the case, though to a much lesser extent 
for the majority of us.  You can still lose your job, 
though some states have institutionalized laws 
against this. One can still be the victim of hate 
crimes both trivial and serious (though really, 
any hate crime is serious).  Finally,  though the 
APA ofﬁ cially removed homosexuality from 
its list of mental illnesses in 1973, we ﬁ nd 
the remnants of psychological reconditioning 
chez some radical fundamentalist Christians.
So in short, coming out, for all its beneﬁ ts, 
is putting yourself out there as an open target. 
When you come out you open yourself 
up to be accepted or rejected, respected 
or ridiculed, loved or hated.  But aside 
from personal implications, you establish 
yourself as a representative of what was for 
many years a silent and invisible minority.
As a personal aside, my experience of coming 
out when I was 14 was for the most part a 
mixed bag.  Despite  the very negative aspects 
of it, the beneﬁ ts have been worth it all.  The 
single most rewarding experience I had was 
when I met a fundamentalist Christian while 
working in Aberdeen, Washington.  We worked 
together for a week, and I, 
as I do, made no pretentions 
about my sexuality. 
At ﬁ rst he was wary of me, 
avoided talking to me, and 
was generally distrustful. 
Throughout the week though, 
he opened up more and more 
to me, so that when we went our separate ways 
he came up to me, gave me a hug, and told 
me that he was sorry that he had judged me 
for my sexuality, that he had never met a gay 
person before, and he thanked me for helping 
him to understand that gay people were not 
how he’d been taught in church, and that he 
would never again judge someone like that. 
I think it’s important to mention that aside 
from being quite open about the fact I was 
not straight, we never broached the subject 
further.  It was simply by not hiding who I 
was, by being ﬁ rm about who I was, and by 
being unwilling to apologize to anyone for 
it, that person changed his entire perspective. 
This was not an isolated incident, and has 
happened at least half a dozen times with 
minor variations, sometimes talking about it, 
sometimes just asserting who I am.  That’s 
why I believe coming out is so important. 
If we want a more accepting society, we have 
to stop being an invisible group, and we need 
to change things from the bottom up.  You 
can’t legislate tolerance, but you can teach it 
by living without hiding and without apologies. 
 It’s amazing how many people I’ve met who 
claim they’ve never met a gay person.  That 
assertion is obviously ridiculous (as if 90% of 
straight people have never been to Pottery Barn), 
and yet very telling of how discreet gays and 
lesbians can be.  We cannot advocate tolerance 
for a minority which so many people think does 
not exist, or if it does, it’s cloistered in The Castro. 
There is an immense power in being visible, 
because the more people see that they do in fact 
know gay individuals, and that gays are people 
just like them, the more we can engender empathy.
I cannot wait for Homecoming. 
It’s like a big holiday celebrating 
the start of my very favorite 
season.  It’s rather disconcerting 
that Public Safety plans to disrupt 
the festivities by enforcing actual 
laws, but I’ll reserve judgment 
until some 
action actually 
disrupts the 
party for me 
or my friends. 
I have a 
feeling that 
some underage 
students might 
just pull off the 
unprecedented 
feat of drinking anyway, 
so I’m not too concerned. 
I’m just happy fall is here. 
The summer feels like a 
suspension of real life. I 
don’t like action movies, I 
hate being hot, and I have an 
aversion to prolonged direct 
sunlight unless I’m on a beach. 
Fall means leaves, cider, spiked 
cider, lattes, leather jackets, 
candy colored cashmere, ﬁ res, 
the release of all the serious 
new books, and fat issues of my 
favorite magazines. Everything 
just seems epic in the fall. I 
also suspend my usual rules 
about sleeping in and avoiding 
physical exertion for fox hunting. 
My friends and I used to take our 
snorting ponies and race through 
the leaves with the hounds, taking 
sips of whiskey from the ﬂ asks of 
the cool moms. If I fell off my 
pony or bees attacked the entire 
hunt it only added to the thrill. 
Since I can’t foxhunt here, I 
need to ﬁ ll my time with other 
diversions. Studying for the LSAT, 
despite the stimulating fun of 
logic games, does not count. I am 
not a football fan, but I try since 
Pittsburgh is so devoted. It’s far 
easier to pledge loyalty to the Steel 
City when I don’t reside there. 
Two things I am genuinely 
excited about are Chuck 
Klosterman’s new book, his 
ﬁ rst novel, and Jenny Lewis’ 
new album. Chuck Klosterman, 
while doughy and irritable, 
writes things he doesn’t believe 
just to get a reaction, and in this 
way he’s my unwitting mentor. 
Jenny Lewis, on top of her 
heartbreaking voice and clever 
delivery, is the ﬁ rst celebrity I 
have ever seen wearing Rodarte, 
and her bewitching fuchsia 
confection still haunts my dreams. 
I admire these 
heroes thoroughly, 
but my friends in 
real life get more 
fun in the fall as 
well. Grace puts 
the warm sheets 
and comforter on 
her bed and makes 
it like butter. Sarah 
goes on almost daily 
latte beach runs with me. Lauren 
is game for all kinds of creative 
fall appropriate activities; she’s 
my most seasonally conscious 
friend. Steve is the captain of the 
soccer team, and I revel in his 
incredible and ever expanding 
popularity. I’ll be thinking of 
these things to stave off my 
anger when security fastens 
my wristband this weekend. 
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My secret life on Facebook is awesome
PAUL HENNE
CONTRIBUTOR
MARY VOLK
COLUMNIST
volkmk@lakeforest.edu
Fall means leaves, cider, spiked cider, 
lattes, leather jackets, candy colored cash-
mere, ﬁ res, the release of all the serious new 
books, and fat issues of my favorite magazines.
“
“
Thank goodness for fall
PATRICK ROE
CONTRIBUTOR
roepm@lakeforest.edu
   The power of visibility
Have something on your mind? 
Write to the Stentor!!
Send submissions to:
Opinions@lfc.edu
To the Editors:
I write to clarify some 
points made in last 
week’s Stentor editorial, 
LFC:  Going for broke?
The Economic Downturn 
and Its Effect on the 
College
The national economy has 
been in a downward spiral 
for more than a year.  Home 
values have plummeted, the 
Dow Jones Industrial Average 
has fallen by more than 20%, 
and national unemployment 
has risen to its highest level 
in years.  To punctuate all 
of this, Washington is now 
struggling to come up with 
$700 billion to bail out 
our entire ﬁ nancial sector.
It is no surprise at a time like 
this that many students and 
their families are struggling 
to pay tuition.  As a result, 
enrollment is down at a number 
of schools across the country, 
from liberal arts colleges to 
such large public universities 
as Northern Illinois, Southern 
Illinois and Western Illinois.
At Lake Forest College, 
1,353 students are enrolled 
this fall.  This is about 3% 
below the target we projected 
a year ago.  This modest 
shortfall is unfortunate, 
but hardly dramatic.  The 
enrollment drop at many other 
schools has been greater.
Nonetheless, the small 
enrollment dip has had 
a negative effect on our 
operating budget, as has the 
fact that numerous students on 
campus need more ﬁ nancial 
aid than we anticipated.  First 
year students alone have 
required some $225,000 more 
in ﬁ nancial aid this fall than the 
College originally projected.
As a result of these and other 
factors such as rising energy 
costs, the College faced a 
budget shortfall of roughly 
$500,000 this year.  This is no 
small sum, but it amounts to 
only slightly more than one 
percent of our $36 million 
annual operating budget. 
Because the College cannot run 
a budget deﬁ cit, however, we 
had to eliminate the shortfall.
Cost Reductions
To help the College save 
$500,000, virtually every 
administrative and academic 
department has been able to 
cut expenses.  By carefully 
pruning costs across campus, 
we have been able to minimize 
the impact.  To make this clear, 
I would like to address the 
cuts mentioned by the Stentor:
- Although ﬁ nal decisions 
about a few courses still need 
to be made, it appears likely 
that no more than 11 courses 
will be cut in the spring 
semester, or about 4% of the 
total number of spring courses. 
- Although the elimination of 
these courses is disappointing, 
the effect should be quite 
limited:  their enrollments 
were very small, and several 
of them would have been cut 
under any circumstances.  In 
a couple cases, moreover, 
the cancellation of courses 
with low enrollments should 
allow the assigned faculty 
to teach new sections of 
larger, more popular courses 
instead, beneﬁ ting signiﬁ cant 
numbers of students.
- The Donnelley and Lee 
Library will save funds by 
cancelling certain journals and 
monographs.  None of these 
publications is in frequent use, 
and several are truly obscure, 
so Donnelley and Lee staff 
doubt that many students will 
even notice their absence. 
The library “weeds out” such 
under-used periodicals on an 
annual basis, in any event.
- The only staff appointments 
that have been frozen are 
several new administrative 
staff positions previously 
requested by various ofﬁ ces. 
They are not teaching faculty 
positions.  If any frozen 
position turns out to be badly 
missed this year, then we 
will look to ﬁ ll it next year.
- Every student who applied 
by the ﬁ nal deadline and was 
approved for a study abroad 
program next spring will be 
able to go on the program.
Student Retention
The Stentor is correct in citing 
student retention as a challenge 
for the College.  Here, too, 
however, it is important to put 
this challenge in perspective.
A college’s ultimate measure 
of retention is its graduation 
rate, typically measured as 
the percentage of students 
who graduate within six 
years.  Lake Forest’s six-year 
graduation rate has hovered 
around 70% over the past 
several years.  Increasing 
this rate is a priority for 
the College, but the rate is 
reasonably competitive as it 
stands.  Among liberal arts 
colleges in the second half of 
the top tier in the U.S. News 
& World Report rankings, 
for example, more than half 
have six-year graduation 
rates of 73% or below.
What is distinctive about 
student attrition at Lake Forest 
is that it mainly occurs after 
the ﬁ rst year.  At many other 
colleges, in contrast, fewer 
students leave after their ﬁ rst 
year, but more leave after their 
sophomore and junior years.
Last year I asked a working 
group of senior staff to analyze 
our ﬁ rst-to-second-year 
retention challenge.  Their 
work is ongoing this fall, but 
one thing they have already 
demonstrated is that students 
are more likely to leave Lake 
Forest if they are struggling 
academically.  As a result, the 
College is doing more – through 
EAAST, the Writing Center 
and in other ways – to help 
students experience academic 
success in their ﬁ rst semester.
Two speciﬁ c comments 
about retention this fall 
are worth making.  First, 
based on spring and summer 
conversations with a number 
of students, there is no question 
that current ﬁ nancial troubles 
played a big role in preventing 
them from returning.  Second, 
it now seems clear that the 
ﬁ rst-year class last year faced 
unusual difﬁ culties.  For 
example, the College had to 
require 20 students to leave for 
either academic or disciplinary 
reasons – an unusually high 
number – and another six 
withdrew for medical reasons. 
Disregarding these students, 
only 17% of the class of 2011 
voluntarily left the College, 
which is very close to the 
previous year’s “voluntary 
withdrawal” rate of 15%.
College Priorities
The Stentor is certainly 
right to encourage the College 
to think about priorities, 
and make sure that money, 
time and other resources are 
consistently devoted to the 
most important goals.  My 
only parting comment is that 
major institutional priorities 
are not mere fashions, and they 
cannot change too quickly.
The College’s current 
priorities were established in 
the Five Year Plan published 
in 2005 by a strategic planning 
committee of students, faculty 
and staff.  One of these 
priorities was to increase 
alumni giving – as the 
Stentor urges – and I am very 
pleased that the percentage 
of alumni who give to our 
Annual Fund has risen from 
18% to almost 30%.  Another 
priority was to substantially 
increase and improve student 
recreational spaces – which 
the College will do this year 
through the forthcoming 
Sports Center addition.
I hope the Stentor will 
be pleased to see the 
fulﬁ llment of these long-
established priorities.
College President addresses concerns over retention rate 
STEPHEN D. SCHUTT
PRESIDENT,
LAKE FOREST COLLEGE 
presiden@lakeforest.edu
Sports
Athlete of the Week: Brock Stenberg
Year: Sophomore
Position: Running Back 
Height/Weight: 6’0”/185 lbs. 
Hometown: Grand Haven, Michigan
High School: Grand Haven High School 
- information courtesy of Mike Wajerski, SID. 
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   Lisa Sturgill prepares to set-up a teammate.
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Athlete of the Week, running back Brock Stenberg (‘11) rushes 
against Aurora University. 
TOM PLONOWSKI
SPORTS EDITOR
sports@lakeforest.edu
      Forester volleyball co-cap-
tain, Lisa Sturgill, broke her 
own record for digs in a single 
game in a 1-3 loss (25-21,25-
21,14-25,25-9) against Elm-
hurst College. 
    Sturgill topped her previous 
mark of 42 digs set last Septem-
ber, with 45 digs in the loss. 
      The team libero sits down 
with The Stentor’s Tom Plo-
nowski to talk about her years 
of passion and dedication to 
the game. 
Q: How did you ﬁ rst get in-
volved with volleyball ? 
A: I started playing in ﬁ fth 
grade, so that’s pretty earlier. I 
went to a small Catholic school 
and all the girls were playing 
either basketball or volleyball, 
so that’s why I got started. In 
middle school, I was put on 
the B Team, not the A Team. 
That was kind of sad (laugh). 
But then in 8th grade I was the 
team MVP and that is when I 
started to like volleyball the 
most. Freshman year of high 
school is when I noticed that 
volleyball is my passion. 
Q: Upon making the transi-
tion to the high school level 
did you ﬁ nd yourself playing 
on Varsity from the start ? 
A:  Freshman year it was JV 
level. Sophomore year was re-
ally a touchy subject. We had a 
new coach and I was put on JV 
again. But then I made Varsity 
for my junior and senior years.
Q:Coming out of high school 
were you heavily recruited ? 
A:   Lakewood College, whom 
we played last weekend, is 
near my hometown and they 
wanted me to play there. It’s a 
little too close to home, and I 
wanted to get out of Wisconsin. 
The reason why I ended up at 
Lake Forest College is because 
when I went to a UW-Oshkosh 
volleyball camp, the coach of 
the camp was Coach Pier and 
that’s how I found out about 
the school. I’m glad I chose 
Lake Forest (smile). 
Q: Talk about the transition 
from the high school game to 
the NCAA DIII level and the 
signiﬁ cant differences that 
you noticed. 
A:  It’s deﬁ netly a lot more 
competitve. The girls are a lot 
more passionate; they get to 
this level to play the game with 
a passion. We have better team 
chemistry here as opposed to 
high school. The coaches here 
push me a lot harder, and I’ve 
learned a lot from them. 
Q: As a libero, you’re respon-
sible for most of the defense 
and setting up your team-
mates. Have you played this 
position throughout your 
high school career? 
A: Actually I started out as a 
center. During my sophomore 
and junior, I also played as a 
hitter...outside hitter. I’m good 
at defense, so I feel comfort-
able as the libero. 
Q:The forementioned Coach 
Pier has left the program 
and you have a new coach in 
Coach Saylor. How have you 
been able to adapt to each 
other? 
A: She’s so great. She really 
pushes us hard. She has so 
much passion for the game, 
and working us so hard. I think 
that it’s all going to come to-
gether. We didn’t get much of 
an incoming freshman class 
and some of the girls are ﬁ rst-
timers. So it’s a rebuilding 
year. It’s been fun...not fun los-
ing (laugh). I think we’re going 
to turn it around. We haven’t 
even started conference play. 
So far we’ve been participating 
in mainly tournaments. 
Q: In order to move up in 
the standings what are you 
looking to improve upon as a 
team? 
A: We’re placed at 5th for the 
conference by a poll so our 
goal is to prove them wrong 
and make it at least in the top 
three. We also want to make it 
to the Conference tournament. 
This year it’s the top four teams 
that make it so we’re looking 
to do that. 
Q:Personally, what are some 
of the things that you ned to 
work on and what are some of 
your strenghts on the court ? 
A: The great thing about our 
other captain Ashleigh Marti-
nez is that she’s a great com-
municator on the court. She 
knows what to say in the hud-
dle. She keeps us together on 
and off the court. For me my 
strength is that I’ve played this 
game forever and I lead by ex-
ample. I do need to work on 
being more vocal, being posi-
tive and more motivational. So 
that’s something that I need to 
work on. 
Q: You’ve played competit-
vely since you were a child, 
and now with this being your 
ﬁ nal year of college volley-
ball do you feel like you need 
to put more work and effort 
into it to make it that much 
MARIO BALDASSARI
CONTRIBUTOR 
baldamj@lakeforest.edu
Forester football team pre-
pares for a crucial game, this 
Saturday, against Beloit Col-
lege which could make or 
break the season. 
The Foresters look to im-
prove upon their 1-3 record. 
The two teams are well-
matched, as both Lake Forest 
and Beloit have a 1-2 record 
in the Midwest Conference. 
The team opened its season 
at home against Aurora Uni-
versity, where the Foresters 
suffered a 35-13 defeat. 
The Foresters came out 
strong, scoring the only 
touchdown in the ﬁ rst quar-
ter, but their good spirits were 
quickly dashed by Aurora’s 
three touchdowns in the sec-
ond quarter. Aurora domi-
nated the statistics in nearly 
every category. 
On the bright side, Lake 
Forest netted 215 passing 
yards to Aurora’s 167 yards. 
Some of the more glaring 
statistics were the Foresters’ 
seven penalties for 67 yards, 
and their giving up of six 
sacks for a total loss of 32 
yards.
The team looked to pick it-
self up in a close, hard-fought 
game the following week at 
Ripon College. The team lost 
14-3 in a contest that had no 
score after the ﬁ rst quarter. 
The Foresters once again beat 
their opponents in the air, but 
were massively out-gained 
on the ground, giving up 277 
rushing yards and gaining 
only 87 of their own. Lake 
Forest gave up four sacks, 
but for a total of only eleven 
yards, so that was a show of 
signiﬁ cant improvement.
Lake Forest College re-
turned home for the next 
game, for an Alumni Day 
contest against Illinois Col-
lege, in which the team would 
prove victorious by a score of 
28-23. 
The Foresters went for a 
change for their third game. 
Starting sophomore quarter-
back John Chwarzynski had 
played the majority of the 
game.
In contrast to the ﬁ rst two 
games, the Foresters were 
dominant in most facets of 
the game. They netted 195 
yards on the ground to IC’s 
twelve. 
Lake Forest caused Illi-
nois to lose 59 rushing yards 
throughout the game. Illinois 
College were  out-passed, but 
averaged a better yardage-
per-attempt.
 The Foresters registered 
their ﬁ rst sacks of the season, 
with three totaling 30 yards. 
Wide receiver Dan Carter 
caught six passes for 121 
yards and two touchdowns, 
with one reception of 64 
yards. 
On the other side of the 
ball, Jaron Eanes registered 
two sacks totaling 20 yards in 
losses for Illinois. All parts of 
the team seemed to be click-
ing, with three Foresters reg-
istering nine tackles a piece.
The following week, the 
team traveled to two-time de-
fending conference champion 
St. Norbert College and were 
handed a lopsided 0-62 loss.
With homecoming com-
ing up, the team will be back 
home again, playing in front 
of what is routinely the larg-
est crowd of the season.
Volleyball Captain sets school record
 Running back Brock Stenberg was named Athlete of the Week, 
for his performance in a 28-23 win over Illinois College on September 
20th, 2008. 
 The sophomore rushed for a season-high 112 yards and a 
touchdown in the Alumni Day game. Brock’s longest run of the day 
was twenty-eight yards.
 Stenberg’s eleven yard scoring run early in the fourth quarter 
gave the Foresters a 22-16 lead and his four consecutive carries for a 
combined twelve yards gave the home team the ﬁ rst down it needed to 
run out the clock at the end.
 Brock Stenberg currently leads the Midwest Conference with 
234 rushing yards in three games.
#8
more special ? 
A: When I was in high school I 
really really loved the game so 
much. I don’t know if I should 
be saying this but in college it 
just died a little. This year be-
ing my last year, I feel like I 
have to give it my all. Since, 
I’ll never be able to do it again. 
I just wish that in the past dur-
ing freshman, sophomore, and 
junior year I pushed a lot hard-
er just like I do now.
